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Donald R. Watson School of Education
University of North Carolina Wilmington

Seminar in the Development of Language and Literacy

EDN 585-001

Spring, 2008 – Thursday 5:00 to 5:50 January 8 to February 26

By Appointment until the End of the Semester

Education Building Room 266

Dr. Barbara Honchell

Office – Education Building Room 211

Phone: 910-962-3382 (work)

honchellb@uncw.edu




 910-392-1838 (home)

Course Description:

Co-requisite: EDN 584. Designed to support the synthesis of theoretical knowledge of literacy education and provide opportunity to practical responses classroom applications. Students will implement the action research plan as formulated in EDN 584, Development of Language and Literacy.

Course Goal:

Provide support for the planning and conducting of action research project of the student’s choice.

Required Text:

Hubbard, R.S. & Power, B.M. (1999). Living the questions: A guide for teacher researchers. Portland, ME, Stenhouse. 
Grading Procedures:

The grade for this class will be based on the successful completion of the following assignments on the due dates in the syllabus:

1. Submission of possible research questions based on the information provided on developing questions.

2. Submission of draft action research plan / brief according to the information provided in the text and in class.

3. Submission of the literature review for your action research according to the information provided in the text and in class.
4. Participation in at least one conference with the instructor about your action research project. 

Grading is based on meeting the criteria for each activity as presented in class and in the text. The action research content is part of EDN 584 grade where as in this class you are held accountable for meeting the standards for the above components of the project. Each assignment for this class is worth 25 points. The grading scale is as follows


A 93 – 100 


D 70 – 76


B 85 – 92


F below 70

C 77 - 84
Class Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	January 8
	Why do research?
	Chapter 1

	January 15

No Class – Instructor Away
	
	

	January 22
	Developing possible questions for literacy research 
	Chapter 2

	January 29
	Developing a research plan or brief 

Submit research questions     
	Chapter 3

	February 5
	Refining the plan 


	

	February 12
	Data collection tools

Submit draft of research plan 
	Chapter 4 & 5

	February 19
	Literature review and use of other research
	Chapter 6

	February 26

	Writing up research
	Chapter 7

	March 5

No Class – Instructor Away
	Meet with instructor by appointment to review and discuss research as needed. All students required to have at least one conference regarding research. Conference times available from 7:45 to 8:45 on Thursdays during final hour of class or by appointment. 

	March 12

No Class – Spring Break
	

	March 19
	       Submit Literature Review 

	March 26
	Meet with instructor by appointment to review and discuss research as needed. All students are required to have at least one conference regarding research. Conference times available from 7:45 to 8:45 on Thursdays during final hour of class or by appointment.

	April 2
	

	April 9

No Class – Easter Holiday
	

	April 16
	

	April 23
	

	April 30
Final Exams
	Present Research 
	7:30 PM


General Information regarding Action Research:
Your research question should come from course topics about the components of a Comprehensive Literacy Plan. Use the Table of Contents from Classrooms that Work as a beginning point. Identify a broad topic from the Table of Contents and the refine by linking the topic to your teaching experience or an area of interest regarding literacy development for school age children as you frame the question. You will be implementing your plan in a classroom with either a whole class or a small group. If you are not currently teaching, you will need to work with a classroom teacher to implement your plan. 
Attendance, Participation, and Cell Phone Policy:

Cell phones and other similar electronic devises are not to be used in class. If there is a possibility that you will need to receive an emergency call during class time, inform the instructor before class and put your phone on vibrate. Attendance (including arriving on time and staying for the entire class) and active participation are all an expected part of the learning process.
Disability Statement:

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to me in order that we can implement these accommodations.
